FORMULA THREE REVIEW

THRUXTON (August 2nd)

PROOF, if any were needed, that the MOTOR SPORT/Shell Formula
Three Championship attracts' all the top talent was provided at the
BARC’s Kodak 135 Trophy meeting on August 2nd when Formula
5000 was theoretically top of the bill. All the leading Championship
contenders waived an opportunity of going to Sweden on the same
day for the International race at Karlskoga and there was another
excellent field for the short 12-lap race.

Thruxton is the type of circuit which permits closely-bunched
groups of F3 cars to slipstream each other and it proved impossible for
any one driver to scramble clear of the leading group. The early
leaders were Bev Bond in his Gold Leaf Team Lotus 59A, Brazilian
Wilson Fittipaldi in a similar car and Richard Scott in his Brabham.
Mike Beuttler, winner of the last two rounds in the Clarke-Mordaunt
Brabham, caught these three and then Scott disappeared when well
placed with a gear selector broken.

Gold Leaf Team Lotus led for a few laps 1-2, Bond and Walker
working well together, but there was an upset on the last lap when
Beuttler, who had crept ahead in his bid for the lead, was gently
touched by Walker immediately before the chicane and both spun.
Bond was immediately through to win with Wilson Fittipaldi and
Tony Trimmer hard on his heels. Beuttler was an annoyed fourth
and Walker an anguished seventh, having handed his Championship
lead to team-mate Bond.—M. G. D.

Results : ]
KODAK 135 TROPHY RACE—12 laps—4s kilometres—Sunny
1st : B. Bond (Lotus 59A-Holbﬂr Ford) .. .+ 16min. 47.2 sec.—162.6 k.p.h.
and: W, Fittipaldi (Lotus s9A-Holbay Ford) .+ 16 min, 50.4 sec,

3rd: T. Trimmer (Brabham BT28-Lucas Ford) .. 16min. 50.6 sec.
4th : M, Beuttler (Brabham BT28-Lucas Ford) .. 16min, $1.0 sec.
sth : C. Pace (Lotus sgA-Holbay Ford) Sin .« 16min, S1.4s¢cC,
6th : C. Williams (Brabham BT28-Lucas Ford) .. 16 min. §2.0 sec.

Fastest lap : B. Maskell (Chevron Br7-Holbay Ford) and C. Pace (Lotus s9A-Holbay
Ford), 1 min. 22.0 sec.—165.8 k.p.h.
23 starters — 19 finishers,

Bev Bond before the start at Thruxton.

CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS

With four rounds of the MoTorR SPORT/Shell Championship
remaining, there are only five points separating the leading four
competitors. Leading positions stand as follows :

1st_: 'B. Bond (Lotus §9-Holbay Ford)

% 43 e e oo O points
and: T, Trimmer (Lotus 59 and Brabham BT28-Holbay Ford) AN 29 po"
3rd : D. Walker (Lotus 59-Holbag' Ford).. vs o v % TR0 S
4th : M. Beuttler (Brabham BT28-Lucas Ford) .. % ¥ i 38+ 3

sth : C, Pace (Lotus s9-Holbay Ford) . . o ois 5 2RI
6th : J. Hunt (Lotus s9-Holbay Ford) .. oo o o n 14

"



